XXXIX

I HAVE an acquaintance at Cambridge, John Meyrick
by name, who visits me here at intervals, and is to
me an object of curious interest. He is a Fellow
and Lecturer of his College. He came up there
on a scholarship from a small school. He worked
hard; he was a moderate oar; he did not make
many friends, but he was greatly respected for a
sort of quiet directness and common-sense. He
never put himself forward, but when it fell to
him to do anything he did it with confidence and
discretion. He had an excellent head for busi-
ness, and was Secretary or Treasurer of most of
the College institutions. After taking an excellent
degree he was elected to a Fellowship. He took
advantage of this to go abroad for a year to
Germany, and returned a first-rate German scholar,
with a considerable knowledge of German methods
of education; and was shortly afterwards given a
lectureship. I believe he is one of the best lec-
turers in the place; he knows his subject, and
keeps abreast of it. He is extraordinarily clear,
lucid, and decisive in statement, and though he is
an advanced scholar, he is an extremely practical
one. His men always do well. I made his ac-
quaintance over a piece of business, and found him

friendly and pleasant.   He is fond of taking long,
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